






PRO SE PETITION TO RESTRICT AND SEAL
FIRST OFFENDER RECORDS

 O.C.G.A. § 42-8-62.1

· [bookmark: _Hlk233200929]This petition should be used if you are still serving a First Offender Act sentence, and the court has not revoked (taken away) your First Offender status.  
· You will file this criminal petition with the clerk of the court who handled the underlying case. 














Disclaimer: Sample motions and petitions are provided for reference purposes only and do not create an attorney-client relationship with the Georgia Justice Project.  
IN THE ________ COURT OF ________COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

STATE OF GEORGIA			|
						|
v.		|		Case No:  
						|	
____________,				|		GCIC OTN:
Defendant				|			

PETITION TO RESTRICT AND SEAL FIRST OFFENDER RECORDS

COMES NOW Defendant pro se, pursuant to O.C.G.A. §42-8-62.1(c), to petition this Honorable Court to restrict and seal the record of charges pled to under Georgia’s First Offender Act, O.C.G.A. § 42-8-60, et seq., showing the Court as follows:
1.
Defendant was sentenced under Georgia’s First Offender Act in the above-styled case on __________ and received a sentence of __________________.  See Exhibit A, Final Disposition.

2.
An adjudication of guilt has not been entered in the above-styled case. 

3.
Pursuant to O.C.G.A. §42-8-62.1(c), an individual sentenced under the First Offender Act who has not had their First Offender Act sentence revoked and adjudicated guilty may petition the Court for an order restricting the criminal history information and sealing all records in the custody of the clerk. The Court shall issue such an order within 90 days of the filing of the petition. See O.C.G.A. §42-8-62.1(d). Because Defendant was sentenced under the First Offender Act and has not had their sentence adjudicated guilty, Defendant is entitled to restriction and sealing in the above-styled case.

WHEREFORE, Defendant respectfully requests that this Honorable Court grant this Petition and order the Clerk of Court to restrict Defendant’s criminal history and to seal every document in its possession, custody, or control pertaining to this matter and any other documents relating to Defendant’s arrest in this case, whether physical or electronic, including any index references, within 60 days of granting this Petition.  See O.C.G.A. §42-8-62.1(d).

Respectfully submitted this _____ day of ____________, 20___.
						
______________________________
Defendant, Pro Se	

NAME:									

ADDRESS:								

								

PHONE: 								

FAX:									

EMAIL:									

IN THE ________ COURT OF ________COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

STATE OF GEORGIA			|
						|
v.		|		Case No:  
						|	
____________,				|		GCIC OTN:
Defendant					|	

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
   
This is to certify that I have this day, __________  ____, 202_, served the prosecuting District Attorney or Solicitor General for ________ County and the Clerk of Court’s Office for ________ County, with a copy of this Petition to Restrict and Seal First Offender Records by hand delivery, mail, or e-filing. 


______________________________
Defendant, Pro Se	



NAME:								

ADDRESS:								

								

PHONE: 								

FAX:									

EMAIL:								


IN THE ________ COURT OF ________COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

STATE OF GEORGIA			|
						|
v.		|		Case No:  
						|	
____________,				|		GCIC OTN:
Defendant					|			

ORDER TO RESTRICT AND SEAL FIRST OFFENDER RECORDS

This Court, having received Defendant’s Petition to Restrict and Seal First Offender Records, pursuant to O.C.G.A. §42-8-62.1(c), GRANTS the Petition. 

[bookmark: _Hlk231909465]IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the Clerk of Court RESTRICT Defendant’s criminal history pursuant to O.C.G.A 35-3-37(a)(6) and 35-3-34(a)(1)(B), including any related arrests for failure to appear, bench warrants, or probation violations in the above-styled case. The Clerk of Court is also ORDERED to SEAL every document in its possession, custody, or control pertaining to the above-referenced case number and any other documents relating to Defendant’s arrest in this case, whether physical or electronic, including any index references, within 60 days of the date of this order. See O.C.G.A. §§42-8-62.1 (d-e). 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that all law enforcement agencies, jails, and detention centers, including, but not limited to, the arresting agency and the jail/detention center, restrict and make unavailable to the public their records pertaining to the above-referenced case number and any other documents relating to Defendant’s arrest in this case within 30 days of receiving this order. O.C.G.A. §42-8-62.1(f).

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that information regarding the above-styled case only be disclosed as set forth in O.C.G.A.§ 42-8-62.1(h).    
	


SO ORDERED this ________ day of ________, 202_

				_________________________________
Judge ___________
___________Court of ___________ County




Order Prepared and Presented by:

_____________________
Defendant, Pro se

